THE QARA MOUNTAINS

bi khar?"-&rz you well?'-(the usual greeting of the
mountains).

A woman works under two extraordinary interdictions.
She may not milk the animals; she may not cook the food.
These are men's prerogatives, .Her occupations will be
grazing and tending cattle, collecting firewood and water,
making pottery, cutting hay for the bed. But her main
object in life is to bear children, preferably males. Contra-
ception is unknown, and the idea abhorrent. Child-bearing
is easy to her. She works up to one day before the birth and
bears under a tree in the open or in a cave, in the standing
position of a quadruped with the assistance possibly but
not always of one other tribal woman, who may be her
mother or sister. She is fit for work the next day.

Illegitimacy is almost unknown throughout these moun-
tains, despite the greater freedom enjoyed by women. This
is due to easy marriage, divorce, and re-marriage, not to
drastic penal measures such as are resorted to elsewhere in
the peninsula. In Oman, for instance, a girl, unmarried or
married, who had willingly transgressed and was with child,
would be killed by her father, brother or paternal cousin,
but not by her husband. Here she would be turned out of
the tribe and permitted to go off to the coast to fend for
herself. In Oman the man who had seduced her would, if
the act was by her consent, escape penalty and be free to
come and go. In the Qara Mountains he would be pursued
by her male relations. If they could wound him with a sword
so much the better, but if he fled, they would hunt his wife,
or sister, or mother and make the punishment fit the crime.

The girl of the mountains having been affianced while she
is yet unfledged in body and mind is safe from irregular
overtures. For a girl's first marriage it is the inviolable rule
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